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The Pivotal Role of the Hilla School in Shaping Imami
Gnostic Thought
(7th-9th Centuries AH)

Ali Hassan Ahmed al-Qattan al-Bustani
Najaf al-Ashraf
Aligattan2025@gmail.com

Abstract

This study examines the pivotal role played by the Hilla School in
reshaping and restructuring Imami gnostic thought during the seventh
to ninth centuries AH. It highlights the pioneering role of its leading fig-
ures, including Sayyid Haydar al-Amuli, Ibn Fahd al-Hilli, Ibn Tawus,
and Shaykh Nasir al-Din al-Kashani al-Hilli, in bridging the gap be-
tween Islamic jurisprudence and inner spiritual experience, and in
transforming gnostic thought from individual spiritual inclinations into
a comprehensive and systematic intellectual approach governed by the
principles of Islamic law.

The study analyzes how this school contributed to assimilating the
Sufi intellectual heritage, particularly the school of Ibn Arabi, and re-
formulating it within the doctrinal framework of Imami Shi ‘ism. This
process ultimately gave rise to a form of Sharia-compliant Gnosticism,
which came to shape the intellectual and spiritual identity of Imami
scholars in subsequent centuries.

Keywords:

Hilla School, Shi‘i Gnosticism, Spiritual Wayfaring and Self-Disci-
pline, Shi‘i Gnostics.
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