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A Study of the Narratives Regarding the Maqam of Sahib al-

Zaman in Hilla

Mahmoud Motahhari Nia

Department of Islamic Studies, Tehran University of Medical Sciences
motaharinia@gmail.com

Translated by: Jaafar al Hakim

Abstract
Hilla is a city with a history spanning nearly a thousand years, having
witnessed various rulers and inhabitants over the centuries. In its early

centuries, it was home to devout Shia believers. During the first century

after its establishment, a significant event occurred: Imam al-Asr (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) was seen in the city. In commemoration
of this blessed sighting, a memorial structure was built at the location of

his sacred footprint. Over the centuries, this site became a center for spir-

i Ron Pt i i g o2

itual connection and supplication with the Imam. The initial encounter

was followed by subsequent meetings in which other fortunate individu-

als were honored with the Imam s presence and attained their desires.

Aol e -

e

This study examines historical sources and compares various narra-

Lo

tives related to the incident. After providing a brief historical overview of

TF:qj.?-’ﬁ.';_-'-'

Hilla, the article reviews the original account leading to the construction

of the magam and other stories of those who were blessed with a vision

R B

of Imam al-Hujjah (may Allah hasten his reappearance) at this site. Ad-

i L e

ditionally, from a historical perspective, it explores the development of
the magam, the historical accounts of those who have visited it, and the
scholarly works written or transcribed there.

Keywords:

Mahdism, Imam al-Asr, Mahdist sites, Magam of Sahib al-Zaman,
Hilla.
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